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Gothic beauty 

I M 

AMFsredhot 
corsets for 3 
winter 



Mistress Domiana is wearing the Metropolis 
corset ($320) with the Metropolis skirt ($395) 
by AMF Korsets. 
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For a bng time now, Andy wiikes of 

Syren has been making people's fantasies come 
true in latex. After working in mainstream fashion 
in London, he went back to school to retrain at the 
intensive London College of Fashion. The 
program covered every step of garment 
conceptualization through construction. "Anything 
that you drew, you had to be able to make," Andy 
explains. He claims he just drew "scruffily" and 
had concepts in his head, but his designs have 
been setting the standard in American fetishwear 
for more than a decade. 

He says when he came to the U.S., he felt that the 
American mindset was very "hush, hush” with 
respect to latex. So the irrepressible designer 
went about dressing stars ranging from Pamela 
Anderson to Jennifer Tilley to Bruce Willis for 
mainstream fashion magazines and movies. He 
felt that by going immediately for mainstream 
acceptance he could bring latex out of the closet, 
as it were. It was a Syren design Michelle Pfeiffer 
menaced Batman in and, even as you read this, 


For item 
descriptions 
and pricing 
contact Syren 
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meltdown magazin 

on sale now! 



Coming soon to US branches of Tower Records? 
Check on-line for subscriptions and stockists 


www.meltdownmagazine.com 
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Above and left: 
Stainless and 
aluminum 
batwings $329.99 

Stainless and 
leather g-string 
$89.99 















How long have you been designing 
clothes? 

Derek, who is 6’8" tail and never had 
clothes that would fit, learned how to sew 
at a very young age. Veronica, who has 
been partner to Derek for over 6 years, 
both studied and drew inspiration from 
watching Derek and last year created 
Narcisse Designs. Also, available 
Halloween costumes were banal and 
never the characters we were after...so 
necessity really was the mother of our 
invention 

Can you tell us a little about the 
history of Narcisse Designs? 

Many people would see our clothes on 

musicians and repeatedly ask for one of 
their own. Interestingly, before we offered 
clothing we would see some of these 
people around town with our design that 
they attempted to make for themselves 
(sometimes well, and other times....). The 
natural progression for our artistic 
integrity, believe it or not, was to offer our 
designs for sale, 

What are some of the challenges 
you've encountered in this line of 
business? 

It's easy to become bored with a design 
you have worked on too long. Most 
everything else about the business seems 
to be falling into place without much 


I know the House of Narcisse is 
'spearheaded' also by Derek. What are 
some of his contributions to the style 
and image of Narcisse? 

Both drew parallels to the art direction of 
movies such as Bladerunner, Star Wars, 
Legend, later by such films as The Cell, 
5th Element, artists such as Boris Vallejo, 
Denis Mukai, Haijfne Sorayama, Olivia, 
H.R.Giger, cheesecake pin-up artists. 

Both were equally as influenced by 
chameleonic performers such as David 
Bowie and Madonna 

Derek trained at the Chicago School for . 
the Performing Arts, plays over 14 
instruments and is trained in opera, 
theatre, voice, dance and costume 
design. Derek’s passion for creating with 
his bare hands is.obvious ip his design of 
Echo Gallery, constructing everything 



Wove: Long- ftifm fit1irig leather trench with dual sided 
»thjc buttons $1,200 


Left: White stitched elastic 
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! including walls, electricity, even the plumbing. Derek’s 
I involvements include director of Entropy Studios Chicago and 
! DierSchon with creative input from Veronica, head designer for 
the men's line and creative partner for the women's line for 
Narcisse Designs. Derek also shares the position of director 
of Echo Gallery. Derek keeps busy with video work, 
voice-overs, art direction, and choreography for both film work 
[ and stage productions. Derek works toward a broader artist 
I network/infrastructure here in Chicago. 

I Veronica's involvement includes webmaster/designer fdf Echo 

and Narcisse's award winning websites, head designer for the 
women’s division for Narcisse and creative partner for the 
men's line, president of Narcisse Designs, partner of Echo 
i Gallery, fashion show production and coordinator for the 
House of Narcisse productions. This also includes several 
; fashion balls and modeling for over 100 artist collaborations. 

What's the turn-around time from a custom order to 
completion? Is it possible to get custom fitted even if 
someone wants to purchase a design but doesn't live in 
Chicago? 

• Turn-around depends on the item and situation. We’ve had 
L clients that need a dress for a Vegas wedding in 5 days, 


musicians who need an outfit for that nights performance, and 
a Thai lady of aristocracy who wished to purchase an entire 
wardrobe. It all depends. We do, however, work with clients 
and we must, unfortunately, prioritize for what and where we 
feel wo are needed. As for fittings, clients have included rock 
stars, playmates, and celebrities who fly their assistants in for 
fittings. We’ve even taken measurements over the phone for a 
playboy shoot- but our basic turnaround time is 3-4 weeks 
and most orders are easily created with a few accurate 
measurements by the client. 

What's one of your best selling clothing lines? 

Oddly enough, (and we actually had to check the records) 
there isn't one item that has a substantially larger run than any 
of the others. However evening dresses and metal wear do 
consistently well. 

What's your future vision for Narcisse Designs? 

More movie costuming, more video costuming,and more 
boundaries being pushed.♦ 

www.NarcisseDesigns.com 
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where the gothic community comes together 
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your waredrobe. 


Punkassgear.com is NOT for you if. 

- Your wardrobe does not consist of black. j&pfjj 

- You need to scratch your buttocks 3 times a day. 

- You're so young or old that you need a diaper, j 

- You do not have a sense of humor, i 


shirts, stickers, New Rock boots, band merch and other stuff. * 

Punkassgear Now Includes: 

Original t-shirt anil Sticker designs: tons of ideas since 1996 (and more every season 
NewOOCkBOOtSi: Knee High, Calf High, Ankle High, Stompy Boots! full of tacos! 

Band Merchandise: Stuff From * IS Volt - Alien Sex Fiend ? Apoptygma Berserk*’- Biief Black Flag 
$ Burzum - Cannibal Corpse - Chemlab - Christian Death - Cradle Of Filth Danzig - Damned - Dark 
Funeral - Dark Throne - Deicide - Dimmu Borgir - Electric Hellfire Club - Emperor - Exploited - Front.' 
Line Assembly - Funker Vogt - GG Allin - KMFDM/MDFMK - Misfits - Morbid Angel - Mudvayne - Nine; 
^ Inch Nails - Ohgr/Skinny Puppy - Razed in Black - Samhain - Type O Negative - Wumpscut and more! j 

Hair Dye: Lots of funky color for your nogin. ^ 

PIUS Other Stuff!: Hours of fun for your whole bastard family. 

WeblnfO: punkassgear.com - satanlovesyou.com - slaves@punkassgear.com 
Store/Contactinfo: 13346 Madison Ave - Lakewood OH 44107 - 216.227.1398 , ; 

Punkassgear.com is not right tor omyone. 

As with any change in your life-style, consult your doctor before you visit. 

















interview 


From one of the greatest Punk 
Rock bands ever, 25 years after 
their start, The Damned bring us 
their newest release Grave 
Disorder. Gothic Beauty sits with 
Patricia Morrison for Q&A. 


You've been in a number of projects 
before coming into The Damned. 

What was the transition like, and how 
did it come about? 

I was just ending my solo band and 
Captain and David had just begun 
playing together again. They had Paul 
Grey playing bass and he was hit in the 
mouth with a plastic glass that was 
thrown onstage at a gig and quit. 

Captain then suggested trying me out to 
David. 1 said I'd give it a go as I wasn't 
sure about a girl in the Damned so we'd 
see how it went. Although i am no 
shrinking violet it still wasn't a sure thing 
in my mind that it would work. That was 
5 years ago! 

The Damned is legendary in what one 
would call goth and punk 
cultures. How do you think fans from 
the early days will respond to the 
newer, evolved sound? 

Oddly enough David Vanian is never 
really referred to as 'goth'. I am in loads 
of gothic books but David rarely is, a 
situation I always found bizarre as in the 
1980's alone there were thousands of 
young male goths imitating everything 
from his flouncy shirts (still everywhere 
I notice) and the white streak in his hair. 
But I always saw him as the first man in 
a band I came across who embodied 
the gothic image and in such a beautiful 
way. Not cheesy in any manner. But 
somehow The Damned will ALWAYS be 
perceived as a punk band, no matter 
what, after all no matter how David 
looked the band was created at the time 
of the punk explosion and had the 
attitude that was explosive as well. 

I was a big Damned fan from the first 

people who've heard it, that the new cd 
is a classic Damned album with the 


classic Damned sound. 

We've worked really hard for the past 5 
years and its nice to see it has paid off. 

feel this album will appeal to anyone 
who liked any of the earlier albums. 

than a little) of all the past records, 
especially, the Black Album and 
Strawberries. I, as a Damned fan, love it. 

On a similar note, specifically the 
gothic subculture has undergone 
various periods of evolution, in 
fashion, in music, etc.. Do you think 
a deemed subculture reaches a point 
where it ends, or does it simply shift 
gradually and expand? 

It always changes. It is a natural 
process and I think it's great it does 
change. The gothic scene I see now is 
split into so many factions. Cyber goth 

more traditional as well as I love corsets 
and very feminine clothing. 

Again about music: would you say 
music today is lacking social, 
political, and/or artistic depth? Or is 


this simply plaguing the more 
mainstream bands? 

The charts suck and I hate dejays who 
blab on with idiot jokes and laughing 
at how clever they are so I rarely listen 
to the radjo at all. Remember, I live in J 
England! There are good bands out 
there, plenty of them. They are just not 
what the world seems that interested in 
on a mass scale these days. You have 

What significance or inspiration do 
you find with what you do as an artist 
- i.e. is there anything in particular 
that pushes you towards music 

I love music and I've always said the day 
I don't enjoy being onstage, I will stop 
because that isn't fair to anyone. 

What do you like to listen to? Are 
there any specific bands or styles in 
your mind that stick out as 
influences? 

1 love 60's garage bands. When I 
discovered them they were already from 
decades before my time but I still love it. 
Classic music (the only decent radio I 
station in the UK) is on in our house a 



Patricia was interviewed by Jessikae 
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slitting their throats. This guy is far too hip for his own good. 


No wonder reading him is such a pleasure.’ 
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LEE HIGGS PHOTOGRAPHY 


profile 



Model: janelle 


Lee Higgs has established 
himself as a leading fetish z 
photographer able to capture 
beautiful women in creatively 
provocative poses. His work has 
beendescribed as “dreamlike' and 
“intensely real”. He combines; 
perspective, distortion, arid 
placement to achieve his award 
winning photos. 

Lee has been published in many 
fetish mags including Skin Two and 
Fetish Magazine. Lee also has a 
new book out entitled. Generation 
Fetish. His book showcases over 
300 of his photos and it has been , 
receiving high praises, f 

Now based in Chicago, Lee tells usz 
of his experiences in his own 


“I grew up in the suburbs of New 
York City, and then went to 
Columbia University. After college, 

1 married, had three children, and 
worked as a salesman for twenty 
years. I only started photographing 
women a few years ago, very late 
in life. Before that, I was a medical 
supply salesman. But I was very 
determined, or should I say 
“obsessed”, right from the start. I 
felt that I had no choico but to 
succeed and no time to work my 
way up So I put everything oh the 


I was always interested in creative 
pursuits like writing, acting, and 
music. But it wasn't until I stumbled 
onto photography that I felt 
compelled to take the chance and 
make creativity my profession 

continued on page 23 






Model Above: Amber 


Model Left and Right: Mistress 
Veronica Blake 


instead of a sometime hobby. But I have no training, and I do 
not even consider myself to be particularly talented as a 
photographer. What I lack in skill I try to make up for with 

I am fortunate that my second wife is very understanding and 
supportive. I am also fortunate to have met so many beautiful 
and creative women who like my work and are willing to let me 
take their picture. A few have been with me from the 
-beginning and have become good friends. I would not have 
gotten anywhere without women like Cherish, Veronica Blake, 
Myrna, and Tiffany, who is on the cover of my book. And I 
have been helped by many great designers, like Veronica of ■ 
Narctsse Designs, Geoffrey Mac, Paul C. Leather, and Vex 


Clothing. ■_ 

Despite the fact that I love to photograph women, 1 am starting 
to get restless. I have been doing this for three years now and 
I need new challenges and hew worlds to explore. So lately I 
have been experimenting with video, music, and searching for 
ways to merge my still photography with motion and sound. 

So stay tuned." 

Both his new book Generation Fetish and individual color?* §j; < 
prints can be purchased via his website. ♦ 


v.kinkyn 







"Photography is an act of love. We define 
ourselves by what we choose to see. The 
camera is a tool, recording what is real 
Photography is an act of subversion. 
What is real is precisely what terrifies. 


Nothing is true. Everything is permitted 
Focus. Try not to blink.” 

-Lee Higgs 
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jCustom made hand molded leather 
{corset. Lined with lambskin. Allen 
bone structure and intricate carvings 
ton the leather surface. Detachable 
wings made out of hand molded 
leather. Adjustable throw 4 laced 


Model: Mistress Domiana 


AMFKQRSETS.COM 

Apocalyptic Fetish Designs by Louis Fleischauer 


Photographs by Harry Sumako Remix by Silicon Diva/kristmf.com 




Metropolis (right) 
Hand molded leather 
corset. Lined 
with lambskin. 
Decorative metal 
boning on the 
leather surface. 

Colors: Black/metal. 
Starts at $320 
Metropolis Skirt 

72 leather scales 
decorated with 144 
pieces of metal! 6 
panels, includes 1 belt. 
Starts at $395 
Metal choker $20 
Metal bracelet $12 
Metal armband $15 


Cyborg (left) Wm 
Custom made, hand^B 
molded leather corset* 
Lined with lambskin.^H 
Alien bone structure and 
intricate carvings on thej 
leather surface. ■■ 


Kali (right) 

J Hand molded leather corset. 

’Lined with lambskin and 
:i embellished with decorative 
kg piping. 

" Available in: purple, red, 
blue, green, black, red/black, 
a and metallic blue. 
m Starts at $320 
| Bat choker plain $20 
” Model: Mistress Domiana 




Hand molded leather 
corset. Lined with 
$ * lambskin. 
Colors: purple, red, 
t * blue, green, black, 
91 red/black, and 
metallic blue. 
I Starts at $285 


Frey (below) 
Hand molded leather 
waist cincher 
Available with or 
without lambskin 
lining. 

Colors: purple, red, 
blue, green, 
black, red/black, 
and metallic blue. 

Starts at $178 
Headpiece $45 
Metal bracelet $10 
Metal choker $20 





Astrid 


_____ (top left) 

Hand molded leather corset. Available with or 
without lambskin lining. 
Colors: purple, red, blue, green, black, red/black, 
and metallic blue. Starts at $320 
Suede choker with ring $20 
Medusa (bottom Left) 
Hand molded leather corset, lined with lambskin. 
Special dye technique, decorated with patterned veins. 
Colors: Black background with, metallic red, metallic blue, 
or metallic green. Starts at $295 
Daji (above) 

Hand molded leather corset, lined with lambskin, 
cial dye technique. Hand panted with Chinese characters. 
Colors: purple, red, blue, green, black, red/black, 
and metallic blue. Starts at $295 
Choker with 3 rings, Red Patent Leather on Black $25 
Model: Tiffany 









I 



Lined with lambskin, 
embellished 
Colors: purple, red, 
and metallic blue. 

Electra (middle left) 

Hand molded leather corset, 
lambskin and embellished with decorative 
piping, 4 metal hooks, speed laces. 

Colors: purple, red, blue, green, black, red/black, 

Astrid (bottom left) 

Hand molded leather corset. Available with or without 
Colors: purple, red, blue, green, black, red/black, and metallic 
Hela (right) 

Hand molded leather corset. Lined with lambskin. 

Colors: purple, red, blue, green, black, red/black, and metallic blue. 
Bat choker with ring $25 
Model: Julia 


- m I 

AMF brings you fetish designs with an apocalyptic edge. All designs are by Louis Fleischauer, 
who started working with leather in 1992. With over 9 years of experience, AMF products have 
a high quality standard. All AMF Corsets are crafted by hand. Multiple panels make 
adjustment easy and provide a personal fit. AMF knows about the need and necessity of the 
individual to express itself. We support that need with a variety of uniquedesigns and let you 
unfold your full creativity when ordering custom pieces. 

Worship Pleasure! 

www.amfkorsets.com gmi,* ivum 31 
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The Photography of 
Forrest Black & Amelia G 


From rock stars to fetish dolls, 
Forrest & Amelia have captured 
and showcased the many beautiful 
faces that make the scene. 


How did you two meet? 

Forrest: Well, back in the mists of time, 
we met at an underground industrial club 
in Washington D.C. Amelia was working 
on a story for some publication on this 
new and somewhat obscure band called 
Nine Inch Nails, and I had some press 
related info that I was able to fax over to 
her. As it turned out, we shared a strong 
interest in media and the budding 
subculture we shared, oh, and office 
supplies. We both love office supplies. 

Do you have formal training and if so, 
from where? 

Forrest: No, not really. I'm pretty sure I 
don't know what I'm doing, I just like the 

Amelia: Being self-taught and learning 
from trial and error was really exciting 
but really stressful at first. Now that 
we've developed a style, we are afraid to 
learn how to do things the right way. 

How long have you been doing 
photography? 

Forrest: A couple years I guess. Not 
terribly long. 

Forrest: I'm originally from San 
Francisco, born in a house with thirteen 
black cats, but I've lived all over. My first 
words were Greek. 


college, it was my twelfth school in 
twelve years. 

How did you get started? 

Amelia: After the fifth or sixth time my 
parents moved when I was a kid, I 
became pretty withdrawn and I liked to 
read a lot. I got a lot more extroverted 
when I hit puberty, but I still loved media. 

I always wanted to create and be 
published. For a long time, I think I 
hoped someone would see my potential 
and give me an opportunity, but I am not 
a patient girl. So I got into zine 
publishing and one thing led to another. 

Did you think you would get this big? 

Forrest: I don’t really think of it as big 
exactly. Yeah, we have our works show 
up in a lot of areas, and I hope that our 
vision has had a positive impact on the 
subculture, but most of the time, our 
focus is on promoting other people's cool 
projects, bands, fashions, clubs, and 
things like that. If a measure of bigness 
is how much of an impact you have on 
the world around you, I’m not nearly as 

Amelia: Actually, I'm quite irate that I am 
not Benevolent World Dictator. Yet. 

Forrest: She's not kidding in the least. 

How do you pick your models? 

Amelia: We look for people who have a 


lot of passion and extremity of personal 
style and star quality in general. A lot of 
photographers only shoot women, but 
we shoot both male and female models. 
No particular body type or weight. Just 
sex appeal and individuality. A lot of 
times, we will set up a sort of location 
studio at a big Gothic, glam, or fetish 
event and shoot portraits of club-goers 
on the spot. These pictures often make 
it into magazine features or online 
galleries. If we really like how a model 
interacts with us and with the camera, 
such event shoots can often function as 
a sort of screen test for who we will 
shoot more extensively. Of course, we 
will collaborate more often with a model 
who has a look which is good for 
multiple projects i.e. can do fashion, 

promotes a club, and is in a band would 
be ideal. We also accept model 
submissions online at 
http://www.blueblood.net/model/ and 
often decide what cities to take road trips 
to based on online model submissions. 

Forrest: I think that there are a lot Of 
beautiful club-kids, artists, and 
individualists out there, and it is my goal 
to capture and share that beauty. With 
that in mind, a certain genuine realness 
needs to exist. We're not trying to dress 
up a model to look like a cool person. 

already has it going on. 

Who are your favorite models? 

Pretty much all of them have been really 
great in one respect or another, but there 
are a handful that have really believed in 
us over the years and given a lot of their 
time and energy. These are the ones 
that have allowed us the creative 
freedom to branch out and try some 
really fun things with. Many of the works 


ontinued on page 38 




Model: Mistress Persephone 














these collaborations.. 

Is this what you always wanted to do? 

Forrest: I really enjoy the fun things that 
we get to do and the cool people we get 
to meet while doing them. I try to 
remember that when things get difficult. 

Amelia: Actually, I'm really not sure what 
I do. I live in Los Angeles now and, at 
parties here, people always get around 
to asking what the person they are 
talking to does. I never know how to 
answer the question. In general, I like to 
participate in cool creative projects 
with other cool Creative people. But am I 


an art photographer? 
Journalist? Fiction 
author? Erotic 
photographer? Fashion 
photographer? Rock 
photographer? In most 
respects, I am living the 
life I always dreamed of 
but never thought f wouk 
get. In some respects, 
things have really really 
not gone according to 
ptan Not sure yet what 
want to be when I grow 

www.BlueBlood.net 
















39 
















Sqnspof 

Designs 


affordable 
adornmenfs 
for morfals 
and ofhers 


rwwsimspofciesigns.com 


life HAPPY HOLIDAYS!! 










































black draqon fashions* 


Above: Holly is wearing the Dane Pedal Slash Halter. Check site for 
pricing and availability. 

Upper Right: Holly is wearing the AUeycat PVC Cross Top, S95. 
Lower Right: Chandra is wearing the Cybertube Top, $245. 
Clothing courtesy Black Dragon Fashions. 


making fashion a four letter word 





Right: Holly is wearing the Dane Pedal Slash 
Long Sleeve. Check site for pricing and 
availability. 

Lower Right: Julz (left) is wearing the Dane 
Decoglitter Bustier. Chandra (right) is wearing the 
Pedal Slash Long Sleeve. Check site for pricing 
and availability. 

Below: Chandra (left) and Holly (right) are 
wearing the Dane Pedal Slash Halter. Check site 
for pricing and availability. 

Clothing courtesy Black Dragon Fashions. 

All Photography for the Black Dragon set 
by Gemini Photography. 
www.geminiphoto.net 

Hair for the Black Dragon set by Fetish 
Lily. 

Make-up for the Black Dragon set by 
Strangegirl. 










This Page: Chandra is wearing the Geoffrey Mac Sleeved Kitty Tit 
$190 and the Geoffrey Mac Tunnel Skirt $95. 

Opposite Page: Athena is wearing the Geoffrey Mac Rubber Awning 
Vest, $275. 

Clothing courtesy Black Dragon Fashions. 



































beauty 



“O” Ring Vinyl 
Corset by Leg Avenue 
$62.99 courtesy The 
Chamber 


Vinyl Thigh High 
Platform Boots by 
Morbid Threads 
$46.99 courtesy Hot 
Topic 








music reviews 















































□IVAt-UKS.COM 


Sfynthetic ( 3£airpiecesJ^?r glamorous Ultravi&ens 

Temporary dreadlocks and loose falls that tie into your own hair 
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